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A Quick Guide For The Insurance You Need, In Language You Can Understand.
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Q
A

What Is Professional 
Liability Insurance?

Also known as Malpractice Insurance, Professional Liability  
Insurance provides protection against a patient who claims YOU 
caused an injury. This could be a wrong diagnosis, contra­indicated 
drug reaction or an infraction of HIPAA privacy laws.   
The list of potential claims is too large to list! 

Good To Know: Professional liability insurance provides legal defense for malpractice allegations, in addition to licensing/ 
board actions. 
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Q
A

Do I Really Need My 
Own Insurance Policy?

YES, the best protection is always your OWN POLICY ­ IN YOUR 
NAME. Some PAs may be listed as an “additional insured” on 
their employer’s insurance policy. But unless you are the OWNER 
of the policy, your interests could likely be viewed as secondary 
to your employer, the hospital or the office who owns the policy 
­ should a claim arise.  

Good To Know: Among its many products, CM&F Group, Inc. offers PA AssetGuard® ­ a unique and cost­effective malpractice 
insurance policy designed especially for employer­insured PAs who wish to carry their own personal liability protection AND 
have their own legal defense team. 
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Comparing Policies

Individual Coverage Shared Coverage 

Good To Know: As the healthcare industry consolidates with hospital systems purchasing physician groups, it’s vital to  
understand what changes might be happening to your insurance coverage if your group is acquired. Having your own policy  
assures that your protection is seamless and secure!

My  
$1 Million 

Our  
$1 Million 

Your own liability insurance is  
per insured/per year.

Some employer­provided policies have a shared  
coverage limit among ALL policy holders. If other policy 
holders use it up before you have a claim, you may be 
left without coverage.
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Comparing Policies

The CM&F Advantage

Good To Know: CM&F’s insurance underwriting partner is Medical Protective, a Berkshire Hathaway Company which  
specializes in coverages for healthcare professionals. Founded in 1899, MedPro has earned the industry’s highest A++ rating 
for financial strength from A.M. Best Company.

You might think that “all insurance is created equal”,  
but nothing could be farther from the truth. 
 
CM&F was founded nearly a century ago and is proud to be 
endorsed by the AAPA. CM&F has served advance practice 
healthcare professionals longer than anyone else in the  
insurance industry and we remain committed to making it 
easy and cost effective to secure this vital professional  
coverage with: 
 
> The Highest Rated & Lowest Priced Products  
> Outstanding Customer Service  
> Superior Claims Management  
> Fast Automated Application Process &  

24/7 Personal Online Document Archives  
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Comparing Policies

The Pressures Of Change In 
American Healthcare.
Did you know that within the next 15 years, the population 
of Americans aged 65+ will DOUBLE to 71.5 million? And 
that of the 47 million currently uninsured Americans ­  
26 million are projected to be added to the healthcare  
system by 2022? 
 
As population ages, there's a greater need for primary care 
physicians, but the United States has a growing SHORTAGE 
of primary care doctors ­ about 16,000 fewer than needed 
as of 2013.  
 
These trends will not be reversed anytime soon. Demands 
and responsibilities within the healthcare system will only  
increase and especially so for PAs who are on the front lines 
of clinical care. The need for individual, quality malpractice 
coverage has never been more essential.

Good To Know: With the growing shortage of primary care physicians ­ through industry consolidation and attrition ­ the  
increased demands on PAs will inevitably bring  significantly increased exposure to liability.
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Comparing Policies

Occurrence Form versus 
Claims-Made Coverage

Good To Know: The advantage to an occurrence policy is its permanence. The period of time you are insured under an  
occurrence policy is protected forever by the policy you had that year. You never need to renew or buy tail coverage when 
you leave. 

April: A geriatric patient comes in for a routine check­up, with a 
slight change in physical & emotional health status. 
 
July: You take a break from practice for family reasons and do not 
renew your liability insurance policy. 
 
January: Your client, the routine geriatric visit in April, sues you  
for failure to report & monitor emotional health changes which 
blossoms into a chronic condition.  
 
If you had occurrence form coverage, you are protected because 
the incident occurred while your policy was in place. If you had 
claims­made coverage, you might not be protected because you 
didn’t have active insurance when the claim was made. 

It’s Important  
To Understand  
The Difference!   
If you had occurrence form  
coverage, you are protected  
because the incident occurred 
while your policy was in place. 
 
If you had claims­made  
coverage, you might not be  
protected because you didn’t  
have insurance when the claim  
was made. 

    Insurance  
   Primer    PAs

a
n

FOR

PA 411[J]11.25.19.qxp_NP 411[A]5.27.14  11/25/19  9:06 AM  Page 7



 

Comparing Policies

Make Sure You’re Covered  
Everywhere That You Work

Good To Know: CM&F offers policy options for ALL PAs ­ whether a new graduate, a volunteer, or a PA starting a new business ­ 
in addition to full time, part time and moonlighting coverages in your choice of occurrence or claims­made policy forms; plus 
PA AssetGuard® ­ personal liability protection for employer­insured PAs.

     
The CM&F  

Occurrence or Claims­Made  
PA Malpractice Policy 

Full Time, Part Time & Moonlighting Options 
 

Multiple Workplaces: 
Medical Offices, Hospitals & Clinics  
(ideal for Moonlighting Professionals) 

 
Private Residences/Public Places  
Camps, Schools, Homes & Hotels 
(should Good Samaritan Treatment  

ever be required) 
 

Employer’s 
Policy                  

  
An employer’s 

insurance policy might cover you 
only on his or her premises. 

PA Protect®
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Comparing Policies

Is Your Policy Tailored  
To YOUR Unique Needs?

Good To Know: No matter what stage of your career, CM&F offers unrivaled malpractice policy options and all are 
underwritten by MedPro who has earned the industry’s highest A++ rating from A.M. Best Company for financial strength. 
AAPA New to Practice®, PA AssetGuard® & PA Protect®, the choice is yours!

3 Products To Suit All PAs:  
CM&F offers three different PA Professional Liability  
Policies:  
u PA Protect® which offers comprehensive, freestanding 

coverage for PAs whose duties range from general 
treatment to neurosurgery and cosmetic/aesthetic 
procedures.  

v PA AssetGuard® which provides vital personal  
policy and legal protections for PAs who are covered 
by their employer’s insurance.  

w AAPA New To Practice® the most cost effective policy, 
designed especially for newly employed Graduate PAs. 
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Comparing Policies

Don’t Risk Your License... 
And A Costly Defense!

Good To Know: CM&F policies offer defense coverages of $25,000 per incident with up to $100,000 per policy term.  
This provides protection against a proceeding initiated by a professional licensing authority, state department of health  
services or the federal department of health and human services ­  in addition to proceedings initiated by a hospital,  
review board or a committee.

Did you know that most employer’s malpractice policies  
DO NOT COVER or provide legal protection in the event  
of a state board license action against a PA? 
 
Convictions, misdemeanors, dishonorable discharges and in 
some states, even traffic violations require full disclosure to 
be in compliance for licensing! And whether groundless or 
not, if you are charged with such an action ­ the cost to 
legally defend your license and livelihood could be crippling. 
 
PA Protect® INCLUDES coverage expressly for License Legal  
Defense. Should you face an investigation, you’ll have your  
own legal team! 
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It could be an Oversight. 
It could be a Mistake. 
Or it could be Unbelievable. 

        ... but it DOES happen. 

Good To Know: The Physician Insurers Association of America conducted a national review of closed malpractice claims which 
involved PAs. The average claim was over $170,000 which illustrates that PAs do get sued ­ and can be held responsible for as 
much or more than the physician in a given claim. 

Patients can be harmed, and they really do sue. 
And a lawsuit can cost more than you might think. 
 
Money Beyond Money 
 
Lawyer’s Fees Your Reputation 
Settlement Payouts Your License To Practice 
Lost Income Your Emotional Well Being 
Your Career Your Family’s Security 
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Apply Today/Contact Us

Good To Know: Since its founding in 1919 CM&F has been committed to representing only the highest quality insurance 
products in addition to providing peerless customer support and assistance. When you choose CM&F you can do so with the 
confidence that they ­ and their insurance partners ­ will be there when you need them. Guaranteed!

To apply for malpractice insurance visit:  
www.PA­Protect.com  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
or call us toll­free at 1­800­221­4904 

Want To Learn More About Our 
Other Options & Products?   
For more information regarding our other PA  
products, individual or group health insurance,  
life insurance or any business coverages, please 
contact: 
 
CM&F Group, Inc. 
99 Hudson Street, 12th Floor,  
New York, NY 10013 
 
Phone: 1­800­221­4904 
Fax: 1­212­608­4378 
eMail: info@cmfgroup.com 

PA Protect®
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Malpractice Protection With The  
Vital Benefits Which PAs Demand  
  Assault Upon You [$25,000] YES 

  First Aid Coverage [$15,000] YES 

  Medical Payments [$25,000/$100,000] YES 

  Deposition Defense [$10,000] YES 

  License Defense [$25,000/$100,000] YES 

  Loss Of Earnings [$2,500 day/$35,000] YES 

  HIPAA Defense [$25,000] YES 

  Biomedical Defense [$10,000] YES 

  Good Samaritan Coverage YES 
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