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2021-C-24-HOTP		Cannabis Education and Legislation

2021-C-24           		Resolved

Amend policy HX-4600.7.3 as follows:

AAPA supports continued education programs and public health-based strategies relating to the abuse of marijuana CANNABINOIDS and addressing and reducing the use of marijuana CANNABINOIDS.

AAPA supports public health-based strategies, AND LOCAL LEGISLATION, instead IN PLACE of incarceration, when dealing with persons in possession of marijuana CANNABINOIDS. 

Rationale/Justification
[bookmark: _Hlk67036285][bookmark: _Hlk67037788]The use of marijuana is outdated, and the term cannabis is more appropriate. Modify language to use the word cannabinoids in place of marijuana.  Cannabinoids are a group of substances found in the cannabis plant. Tetrahydrocannabinol (THC) and cannabidiol (CBD) are two natural compounds found in plants of the Cannabis genus. The Mexican term 'marijuana' is frequently used in referring to cannabis leaves or other crude plant material in many countries. 

Knowledge of state laws is important.   Thirty-two states and the District of Columbia have legalized or decriminalized cannabis use and/or possession. As of 2018, nine states allow retail sale and possession of recreational marijuana. Of these 32 states, many allow cannabis products high in cannabidiol and low in THC to be sold for medical use with intent of alleviating a symptom or condition. 

To date, the Food Drug Administration (FDA) has not approved a marketing application for cannabis for the treatment of any disease or condition. FDA has, however, approved one cannabis-derived and three cannabis-related drug products. These approved products are only available with a prescription from a licensed healthcare provider.   Continued education on these product (prescription and non-prescription) is needed as accessibility increases, so does the potential for illicit use, overuse and abuse. 

Policy words and phrasing discussed with and agreed upon by the Society of PAs in Addiction Medicine. 
 
References:
https://www.britannica.com/plant/cannabis-plant
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/public-health-focus/fda-regulation-cannabis-and-cannabis-derived-products-including-cannabidiol-cbd#whatare
https://www.who.int/teams/mental-health-and-substance-use/alcohol-drugs-and-addictive-behaviours/drugs-psychoactive/cannabis
https://www.nccih.nih.gov/health/cannabis-marijuana-and-cannabinoids-what-you-need-to-know
UpToDate: Cannabis (marijuana: Acute Intoxication, Accessed 1/3/2021
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/public-health-focus/fda-regulation-cannabis-and-cannabis-derived-products-including-cannabidiol-cbd#approved

Related AAPA Policy
HX-4600.7.1 
AAPA believes that additional clinical research should be conducted on the therapeutic value and efficacy and safety of cannabinoids. AAPA urges that marijuana’s status as a federal Schedule I controlled substance be reviewed to facilitate and allow the conducting of clinical research.
[Adopted 2009, reaffirmed 2014, amended 2016]

Possible Negative Implications  
None

Financial Impact
None

[bookmark: _Hlk67491115]Signature & Contact for the Resolution
Tara J. Mahan, MMS, PA-C
Chair, Commission on the Health of the Public
tara.j.mahan@gmail.com
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