2021-C-13-HOTP	Support for Promotion of Safe-sex Practices and Interventions to Prevent Sexually Transmitted Infections
(Referred 2020-44)

2021-C-13 			Resolved

Amend policy HX-4600.6.5 as follows:

AAPA believes all PAs should advocate responsible sexual behavior including education on methods to prevent unintended pregnancy and sexually transmitted infections PROMOTE SAFE SEX-PRACTICES AND PREVENTIVE INTERVENTIONS, SUCH AS HIV PrPREP TREATMENT, IN ORDER TO REDUCE UNINTENDED PREGNANCIES AND TRANSMISSION OF SEXUALLY TRANSMITTED INFECTIONS. ADDITIONALLY, PA SHOULD ADVOCATE TO ENSURE THAT HEALTH PROMOTION AND PREVENTIVE INTERVENTIONS FOR REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH ARE AVAILABLE IN A TELEHEALTH CAPACITY WHEN FACE TO FACE HEALTH CARE INTERACTIONS ARE NOT IDEAL. 

Rationale/Justification
The recommended changes include new evidence-based prevention measures (e.g. HIV PrPREP), and change language subjective language ("responsible behavior") to more objective approach emphasizing "safe sex-practices". This recommendation was reviewed by both Society of PAs in Pediatrics (SPAP) & Association of PAs in Obstetrics & Gynecology (APAOG); both were highly supportive of these changes. Specifically, APAOG stated: “appreciate changing of wording from advocate to promote. Advocate reads as passive support, while promote reads as actively supportive of, or seeking out specific ways to assist. Also, agree with mention of HIV prPREP specifically as this is often overlooked by health care providers when providing STI screening services.” Telehealth services are an option to provide care when face to face visits are not an option

Related AAPA Policy
None

Possible Negative Implications
None

Financial Impact
None

Signature & Contact for the Resolution
Tara J. Mahan, MMS, PA-C
Chair, Commission on the Health of the Public
tara.j.mahan@gmail.com 
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