Improving Children’s Access to Healthcare
SUPPORT FOR COPARENT OR SECOND-PARENT ADOPTIONS 
REGARDLESS OF GENDER
(Adopted 2004, reaffirmed 2009, amended 2015)

Executive Summary of Policy Contained in this Paper
Summaries will lack rationale and background information and may lose nuance of policy. You are highly encouraged to read the entire paper. 

AAPA supports co-parent or second parent adoption REGARDLESS OF A PARENT’S GENDER in order to protect the child’s right to maintain continuing legal relationships with both parents TWO LEGALLY EMPOWERED PARENTS, thereby creating security and access to healthcare for the child. 

AAPA believes that the following benefits result from co-parent or second parent adoption: 
1. The child’s legal right of relationship with both parents REGARDLESS OF GENDER is protected. 
2. The second parent’s custody rights and responsibilities are also guaranteed if the legal parent were to die or become incapacitated, or the couple separates.  
3. The requirement for child support for both parents is established in the event of the parents’ separation.
4. The child’s eligibility for health benefits from both parents. 
5. The legal grounds are provided for either parent to provide consent for medical care and to make education, healthcare and other important decisions on behalf of the child, and the basis for financial security for children is created in the event of the death of either parent by ensuring eligibility to all appropriate entitlements, such as social security survivors’ benefits. 
Introduction
	The increasing diversity of the American family has challenged society to recognize new definitions of family. Included in that diversity are families in which children are parented by unmarried couples, or couples whose marital status is not afforded the same legal protection from state to state. (1) This changing demography of America has resulted in the visible emergence of non-traditional families and parenting structures. Despite these changes, the central core of the family has remained constant. Families are individuals who join together to meet each other’s basic needs and provide nurturing, security, and love REGARDLESS OF GENDER. Families also exist to meet responsibilities, obligations and commitments to each other and the society in which they exist. 
 	With increasing frequency, children are raised in families in which there is only one biological or adoptive legal parent. The second individual in a parental role is called the "co-parent" and/or "second parent." Under current laws, the security of a two parent family may be in jeopardy if the legally recognized parent should die, be declared incompetent, or if the couple separates. Children deserve to know that their relationships with both of their parents are stable and should be legally recognized. (2) 
 	Like other professional medical associations, AAPA has endorsed the goals of the Healthy People 2010 project, which is “firmly dedicated to the principle that “regardless of age, gender, race or ethnicity, income, education, geographic location, disability, and sexual orientation-every person in every community across the nation deserves equal access to comprehensive, culturally competent, community-based healthcare systems…” (Healthy People 2010, 2000). 
 	Providing all qualified adults with co-parent/second parent adoption rights promotes the health of children by giving them the legal and social benefits of two parents along with subsequent access to healthcare. co-parent and/or second parent adoption provides legal grounds for either parent to make decisions on behalf of the child, such as providing medical consent and ensuring the child’s eligibility to access the healthcare benefits of both parents. 
 
Sources
1. http://www.ama-assn.org/ama/pub/about-ama/our-people/member-groups-sections/glbt-advisory-committee/ama-policy-regarding-sexual-orientation.page Resolution H-60.940
2. http://www.aafp.org/about/policies/all/children-health.html
3. http://pediatrics.aappublications.org/content/109/2/339.abstract?sid=a64c7e9b-4138-4a0a-be6a-089bbc494873
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