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2021-B-07-CCPDE

2021-B-07-CCPDE     	Life-long Learning Opportunities

2021-B-07           		Resolved

Amend policy HP-3700.4.1 as follows:

AAPA recognizes life-long learning provides opportunities to improve competence, supports preparedness for certification/licensure and increases the vitality and efficiency of a practice by providing learning opportunities which are intended to improve performance in practice as measured ultimately by patient outcomes.

AAPA believes it is the ethical responsibility of the practicing PA to maintain a level of competence sufficient to practice medicine safely and effectively. A component of that commitment is demonstrated by participating in continuing educational activities which are scientifically valid, evidence-based, commercially unbiased, and based on principles of effective adult learning. 

Rationale/Justification
Impacting patient outcomes is the ultimate goal of improving the clinical performance of PAs.  However, we recognize that multiple additional factors contribute to patient outcomes including variables that are patient, system, and resource related.  While AAPA supports evaluating patient outcomes related to continuing professional development when appropriate, we do not mean to imply that it is necessary or feasible for all educational interventions.

Related AAPA Policy
None

Possible Negative Implications  
None

Financial Impact
None

Signature & Contact for the Resolution
Stephanie Jalaba, PA-C
Chair, Commission on Continuing Professional Development and Education
cpdec@aapa.org 
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