2021-C-22-HOTP			Driving Under the Influence of Alcohol
					(Referred 2020-37)

2021-C-22 				Resolved

Amend policy HX-4200.3.2 as follows:

AAPA supports legislation that encourages states to impose minimum mandatory sanctions against convicted drunken drivers CONVICTED OF DRIVING UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF ALCOHOL and that encourages states to establish comprehensive alcohol-traffic safety programs which would help to assure stronger laws, stringent enforcement, and effective rehabilitation programs.

Rationale/Justification
The proposed language broadens the scope of current policy to include all drivers convicted of driving under the influence of alcohol rather than those just determined to be “drunk.” The proposed amendment to HX-4200.3.2 was reviewed with the PAs in Administration, Management and Supervision who concurs with the amendment.

Related AAPA Policy
HX-4200.3.1
AAPA advocates responsible behavior concerning alcohol use and encourages public education efforts regarding its potential for abuse.  
[Adopted 1985, amended 2000, reaffirmed 1990, 1995, 2005, 2010, 2015]

HX-4200.3.3
AAPA supports the following recommendations to reduce under-age access to alcohol and to save lives:
1.	That it be illegal for individuals under the age of 21 to drive with any measurable amount of alcohol in their bodies.
2.	That retailers and individuals be held accountable/liable for negligently providing alcohol to a minor. 
3.	That advertisers promoting alcoholic beverages be required to provide balanced time for the promotion of responsible alcohol use. 
[Adopted 1995, reaffirmed 2000, 2005, 2010, 2015]

HX-4300.2.5
AAPA supports national and state legislative initiatives to require mandatory drug and alcohol screening by law enforcement officials of all drivers in fatal and serious injury motor vehicle crashes. 
[Adopted 2003, reaffirmed 2008, 2013, 2018]

HX-4200.1.6
AAPA recognizes the significant public health implications of substance abuse, to include both non-medical use of prescription drugs and illicit substance use and encourages PAs to take an active role in eliminating substance abuse. AAPA supports the education of all PAs in the early identification, treatment and prevention of substance abuse.
[Adopted 2005, reaffirmed 2010, amended 2015]

Possible Negative Implications
None

Financial Impact
None

Signature & Contact for the Resolution
Tara J. Mahan, MMS, PA-C
Chair, Commission on the Health of the Public
tara.j.mahan@gmail.com 
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