2021-C-16-HOTP		Improving Children’s Access to Healthcare
				(Referred 2020-40)

2021-C-16 			Resolved

Amend the policy paper entitled Improving Children’s Access to Healthcare. See policy paper. 

Rationale/Justification
The proposed changes, including the title of the policy paper, are intended to clarify what this policy paper aims to address. The changes are better aligned with the original American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) policy referenced but with an update to the language to “regardless of gender.” In many US states, birth certificates can be amended to reflect non-binary instead of male or female. If the language was “same-sex,” there is potential risk of not meeting criteria should one member of a couple be non-binary. To ensure this policy takes the best interest of the child in mind and recognizes the legal right of their parents, the phrase “regardless of the parent’s gender” is recommended. Additionally, where there are other political barriers to being a legally recognized parent, such as citizenship, country of origin, or ethnicity, having this broad language in the AAPA policy paper would be beneficial in cases where it can be applied to more than one scenario. The proposed amendment to HX-4600.1.7 was reviewed with the Society of PAs in Pediatrics and the LBGT PA Caucus who concur with the amendment.

Related AAPA Policy
HP-3700.1.7
AAPA defines family as any person or persons who play a significant role in an individual’s life. This may include persons not legally related to the individual. AAPA recognizes that PAs are obligated to follow state and federal laws regarding family, however, AAPA encourages PAs to acknowledge, respect and consider any non-legally or non-genetically related family members.
[Adopted 2010, reaffirmed 2015]

Possible Negative Implications
None

Financial Impact
None

Signature & Contact for the Resolution
Tara J. Mahan, MMS, PA-C
Chair, Commission on the Health of the Public
tara.j.mahan@gmail.com 
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