2020-51-RSI			Telemedicine

2020-51			Resolved

Amend by substitution the policy paper entitled Telemedicine. See policy paper. 

Rationale/Justification

AAPA’s Commission on Research and Strategic Initiatives collaborated with the PAs in Virtual Medicine and Telemedicine Caucus on this update of AAPA’s telemedicine policy paper. While this update was originally undertaken as part of the mandatory five-year policy review process, the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic highlighted both the critical importance of telemedicine and the detrimental impact that restrictive laws and regulations can have on PAs’ ability to provide patient care via telemedicine. The proposed revisions illustrate the importance of telemedicine to healthcare and provide policy guidance that will support the PA profession in fulfilling its potential in this new era of healthcare delivery. 

Related AAPA Policy
HX-4500.1 
AAPA believes that telemedicine can improve access to cost-effective, quality healthcare and improve clinical outcomes by facilitating interaction and consultation among providers. Because of the potential of telemedicine to enhance the practice of medicine by physician-PA teams, AAPA encourages PAs to take an active role in the utilization and evaluation of this technology. AAPA supports further research and development in telemedicine, including resolution of problems related to regulation, reimbursement, liability, and confidentiality. 
[Adopted 1997, reaffirmed 2002, 2007, 2012, 2017]

HP-3500.3.5 
AAPA supports license portability for PAs through various modes, including a Uniform Application for State Licensure for PAs, development and deployment of an interstate PA licensure compact and enhancement of the Federation of State Medical Boards’ Federation Credentials Verification Service. [Adopted 2016]

Possible Negative Implications  
None

Financial Impact
None
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