2020 -58-TX				Support for Physician Assistant Oath 

2020-58				Resolved

Resolved to adopt the following language into the AAPA policy as the official Physician Assistant Oath for our profession. 

“I pledge to perform the following duties with honesty, integrity, and dedication, remembering always that my primary responsibility is to the health, safety, welfare, and dignity of all human beings:

I recognize and promote the value of diversity and I will treat equally all persons who seek my care.

I will uphold the tenets of patient autonomy, beneficence, non-maleficence, justice, and the principle of informed consent. 

I will hold in confidence the information the shared with me in the course of practicing medicine, except where I am authorized to impart such knowledge.

I will be diligent in understanding both my personal capabilities and my limitations, striving always to improve my practice of medicine.

I will actively seek to expand my intellectual knowledge and skills, keeping abreast of advances in medical art and science.

I will work with other members of the health care team to assure compassionate and effective care of patients. 

I will uphold and enhance community values and use the knowledge and experience acquired as a PA to contribute to an improved community. 

I will respect my professional relationship with the healthcare team. 

I recognize my duty to perpetuate knowledge within the profession. 

These duties are pledged with sincerity and on my honor.” 

Rationale/Justification
In 1999, a resolution was brought to the Student Academy of AAPA charging them with developing an oath specific to the PA profession.  The Student Academy of AAPA began the process by collecting 20 oaths used by different PA programs across the country.  After the first draft was written an open comment period followed wherefore the majority of comments were included in the next revision.  AAPA’s Professional Practice Council and the Judicial Affairs Committee all collaborated in the final version of the PA oath.  The Association of Physician Assistant Programs (now PAEA) Board of Directors voted to endorse the oath that same year.  
Over 20 years later, the oath is used today by many PA programs across the nation but has never been formally adopted as the oath of our profession.  We feel that with the precedent of the Hippocratic Oath (physicians) and the Nightingale Pledge (nursing), both largely recognized by the general public, that it is time to adopt the PA oath as our official professional oath. Clearly the oath may still be utilized within PA programs for its current purposes. We are hoping to expand its utility to our profession.  

The original language is the same with the exception of one line to read, “I will respect my professional relationship with the healthcare team” which we feel more accurately reflects optimal team practice (OTP) and the PA profession today.  The original wording read “I will respect my professional relationship with the physician and act always with the guidance and supervision provided by that physician, except where to do so would cause harm.”    

The PAEA board has reviewed the language of the PA Oath and has no objection to the wording therein. 

Related AAPA policy
HP-3700.1.2
Guidelines for Ethical Conduct for the PA Profession (paper on page 183)
[Adopted 2000, reaffirmed 2013, amended 2004, 2006, 2007, 2008, 2018]

HP-3700.4.2  
Professional Competence (paper on page 149) 
[Adopted 1996, amended 2005, 2010, 2015]

Possible Negative Implications
With the name change investigation underway, it is possible that the title of the oath (and one additional line within the oath) would need to change to reflect this.  

Financial Impact
None 

Attestation
I attest that this resolution was reviewed by the submitting organization’s Board and/or officers and approved as submitted.  

Signatures
Author: Monica Ward, MPAS, PA-C, AT
Chief Delegate, Texas Academy of PAs

Co-Sponsor: Brian Glick PA-C
Chief Delegate, New York State Society of PAs 

Co-Sponsor: Amanda DiPiazza, PA-C
Chief Delegate, New Jersey State Society of PAs 

Co-Sponsor, Camile Dyer PA-C
President, African Heritage PA Caucus
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