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Methodology

From January 27 to February 28, 2022, data were collected in a survey sent to all PA
students and pre-PA students in the United States (U.S.) for which AAPA had a valid email
address who had not opted out of AAPA research surveys. A total of 2,462 PA students and
977 pre-PAs completed the survey. The overall survey margin of error is +/- 0.91% at a 95%
confidence level. Response rates and margins of error vary by section and breakout.

Measures

On the tables that follow:

“N" refers to the number of respondents and is generally the first column in the data tables.
“Median” earnings are those at the 50th percentile, i.e., half of responses are equal to or
above the median and half are equal to or below the median.

“Percent (%)" refers to the proportion of the respondents who selected a response option.
Totals do not always add up to 100% due to rounding.
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About PAs

PAs (physician associates/physician assistants) are licensed clinicians who practice
medicine in every specialty and setting. Trusted, rigorously educated and trained healthcare
professionals, PAs are dedicated to expanding access to care and transforming health and
wellness through patient-centered, team-based medical practice. A PA's specific duties
depend on the settings in which they work, their level of experience, and state law. There are
approximately 159,000 PAs in the United States, who engage in more than 514 million patient
interactions each year. To learn more about PAs, go to aapa.org.
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Executive Summary

Almost 97% of PA students and pre-PAs previously worked in a healthcare related field
before beginning their PA training (Table 1). The medical career reported most frequently
was medical assistant. One in three PA students (34%), and 2 in five pre-PAs (40%),
previously worked as medical assistant (Table 1). Other jobs making the top five were
certified nursing assistant, emergency medical technician, emergency room technician, and
lab assistant/phlebotomist (Figure 1). While working in a medical field is important for
aspiring PAs developing their program applications, understanding the prior experience of PA
students and pre-PAs can shine a light on the post-graduation career interests of the next
cohort of PAs. For example, our preliminary findings suggest PAs who were a certified
nursing assistant (CNA) prior to their PA program are more interested in primary care and
medical subspecialties than surgical subspecialties. However more research is needed to
identify the interaction between prior jobs and post-graduation specialty preferences.

Figure 1. Top 5 Prior Healthcare Careers of Pre-PAs and PA Students
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Post-Graduation Specialty Preference

One in five PA students (22%) and three in 10 pre-PAs (28%) are interested in working in
primary care after graduating from their PA program (Table 2). The specialty area with the
fewest PA students and pre-PAs expressing their interest was pediatrics, with approximately
2% of both groups indicating their desire to practice in this specialty after graduation. PA
student interest is aligned with the current profession. In 2022, about 21% of PAs were
currently working in primary care and 2% in pediatric subspecialties.! When the major
specialty areas are collapsed into three broad categories - primary care, surgical
subspecialties, and medical subspecialties - medical subspecialties became the area with the

12022 AAPA Salary Report.
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