
Join

Gateways is a national PA student 
leadership program that empowers 
students to succeed in future leadership roles 
as volunteers within AAPA and as health 
care providers in their own communities. 
The program provides skill development and 
information to help students enhance their 
leadership abilities, along with opportunities to 
practice leadership through a special project.

Gateways is comprised of a day of 
workshops designed to help PA students’ 
presentation, time management, and 
negotiation skills. 

Applicants must
n �Demonstrate interest and leadership ability 

n �Have the recommendation of their PA 
program director

n �Demonstrate past and present leadership 
positions as well as potential leadership 
involvement

n �Answer two short essay questions

The 2008 program will take place at AAPA’s Annual 
PA Conference in San Antonio on Tuesday, May 27, 
2008. Following a day of workshops, students will 
be required to implement a project over the next 
year. Then they will write a brief summary of their 
project and present it to the PA Foundation Gateways 
Subcommittee, who will select three to five projects 
for presentation at the 2009 annual conference in San 
Diego. For those students who are not able to attend 
the annual conference in San Diego, their projects 
will be displayed as posters for the 2009 Gateways 
students to review. 

To apply, go to www.aapa.org/paf/gateways.php

Quotes and thoughts from 
Gateways participants 

“�All PA students should have a required�
leadership seminar!”   

“�The PA Foundation is such a resource�
for students.”      

“�Participating in Gateways provides PA students 
with leadership skills that are relevant not just to the 
PA profession, but to many life situations. I would 
recommend Gateways to any student who would like 
to fine-tune their leadership skills to become a more 
dynamic part of a health care team.”

Why did you apply?  

“�I applied because I wanted to get more leadership 
experience in my future profession. I also was�
most intrigued and excited about the community 
project aspect of the program. Few people in my 
class do things for the community because we are 
so bogged down with our studies, but this is one 
thing I truly believe the PA profession is about —�
serving our community.”

“�I applied because I love being involved with 
leadership. I fully intend on being a forerunner�
and doing something new! That might be 
developing our profession in more countries in 
Africa, or developing some type of organization 
that helps PAs get privileges and recognition�
in more areas of the world.” 

“�I wanted to be part of a bigger initiative of�
PA student leaders making a difference in their 
communities. To me, Gateways is a program�
that supports and inspires students to make�
their ideas reality.”

What did you get out of the program?  

“�The experience in planning and grant writing.�
I am very interested in getting a job in pediatrics, 
so I feel my experience now will help me to be a 
better provider for my future community. All the 
mistakes or lessons I learn on the way can better 
prepare me for programs I run in the future.” 

“�Overall I was just encouraged to not get 
discouraged. I was encouraged to keep my�
head up and keep on trying. I did, and now�
I am going to Africa for eight weeks and plan�
on making a better name for PAs in those areas!” 

“�It’s always nice to be surrounded by people who 
have some of the same leadership goals that you 
do. It gave me a sense of achievement by just 
having been around such people for one day.�
We all seemed somewhat like-minded.”

“�The student presentations were inspiring.�
It was obvious that they placed thought and�
passion into them!”
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